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(57)Abstract 

PR08LEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent the incorrect use of a load . 
module after its trial period by setting the information showing a trial 
state and the input trail starting date information to the load module and 
controlling the starting propriety of a trial PP according to a fact 
whether the current date is included in or excluded out of the trial 
period. 

SOLUTION: A trial setting/onerous contract state situation management 
table expansion means 1 reads a trial setting/onerous contract situation 
management file 9 when a system is started and expands the file 9 onto 
a trial setting/ onerous contract situation management table 6 which is 
stored in a memory. A trial setting means 2 writes a trial key and a trial 
period into a load module included in a trial PP against the trial PP to 
which a trial setting request is given from a user and then sets the flag 
of the file 9 in a trial setting state. Then a load module start control 
means 5 compares the system date with the trial period of a host load 
module when this module is started, and the start of the load module is 
permitted as long as the system date is included in the trial period. 
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